
Student Engagement

By Cheryl Lemke



3 THINGS

1. FLOW
2. STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
3. LEARNING DESIGNS THAT ENGAGE
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Deep Learning

• Deep learning is the critical analysis of
new ideas, linking those ideas to
already known concepts and principles,
and leads to understanding and long-
term retention of concepts so that they
can be used for problem solving in
unfamiliar contexts.



adolescent learning 2.0
Barron, B. (2006)
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Student Engagement

    Student engagement is the degree to which
students are actively pursuing deep learning
related to established standards.

   (e.g., cognitive/ intellectual engagement, socio-
emotional engagement, and behavioral
engagement).
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LEARNING DESIGNS TO ENGAGE
CONTENT/SUBSTANCE ORGANIZATION NOVELTY/ VARIETY CHOICE

PRODUCT FOCUS PRODUCT STANDARDS AUTHENTICITY

INTELLECTUAL SAFETY AFFIRMATIONAFFIRMATION
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Attribution Research

Dr. Carol Dweck
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CONTENT/SUBSTANCE ORGANIZATION NOVELTY/ VARIETY CHOICE
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Adolescent Literacy
See http://ies.ed.gov/



Johnson & Johnson

Cooperative Learning Success:

• Balance of formal and informal
• Commitment to purpose
• Mutually beneficial
• Shared workspace

For moderate to complex learning, cooperation trumps
competition and competition trumps individual learning



Classroom Structures That Engage



Sustained Discussion Deepens Learning

On average, a 60-minute
class offers 1.7 minutes of
sustained discussion

Source: IES Practice Guides



Sustained Discussion
• Prepare (anticipate questions, Stimulate
inferences/linkages, connect to interest
areas)

• Ask follow-up questions that provide
continuity and that extend conversation

•Provide a format that builds  comprehension
in small groups

•Provide facilitator guides (ask deep
question, model, provide counter arguments,
acknowledge good reasoning when it occurs,
& summarize the flow



Sustained Discussion



Technology Intensive,
Constructivist Environment

    Rosen and Solomon (2007): Studies 1987 - 2002
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